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EDITOR'S NOTE: More
wnd  more  students are
working after school, not
recause  of monetary ne-

'essity but for extra spend-
ng  cash. In  the final
wriion of a sertes, the Dai-
vy Nows talks swith educa-
ors about their perceptions.

By CAROL LUKER

Well, she’s got her own car and
1w cruises to the hamhburser stand
weo o towork. She hasn't forgot-
n all abeut the library like she

told her old man now; she simply
doesn’t have time.

Crities of after-school employ-
ment for the teenager will argue
there's nothing inherently wrong
with working, but parents should
muoderate their children's respansi-
hilities after discussing with them
the feasibility of employment.

Richardson High School math
teacher Karen Murphree's study
on the effects of work on students’
academic performance excluded
voeational students because they
receive credit and grades for work-
g, which she said would have dis-

torted thesurvey.

Educators have promorted vo-
cational education in recent years
after realizing a student who is not
college-bound should receive equal
time while in hizh school.

Vocationa! education is emerg-
ing from the Dark Ages in this
country, where students are partic-
ipating in work-study programs
without being subjected to old stig-
mas.

BATTLE LINES have been
drawn over the merits of voeational
education as opposed te adherence

to the three Rs, but for those who
waork outside  work-study  pro-
grams, mest educators will concede
they reapsome advantages as well.

Weighing  the  experience
against the sacrifice — if one be
made - requires a case-by-case ex-
amination.

“Many educators tend to be-
lieve there is some value in the
work experience, and students fre-
quentiy learn things that are not
measured  academically,” RISD
Supt. Dr.John Roberts said.

>r. Richard Warshak, UTD re-
search scientist, said many stu-




jeb control
up to parents

From P. 1

She keeps a student index file that includes infor-
mation about her students’ emplovment. Having ap-
proached numerous parents about their children's
declining scores, she attested most parents’ reaction
borders on apologetic.

During the telephone conference, she asks the par-
entit work coula be contributing to the drop in grades.

“They are usually quick to say, ‘Yes, Johnny is
working. I realize he's working too many hours,” ** she
said.

MES. MURPHREE’S own dsughter, a senior at
Richardson High School, began working part time this
vear, but only after guidelines were established. Her
mother deseribed her daughter's employment as a
“holdover sumrmer job," a situation she believes fre-
quently occurs when the teenager convinces the parent
he/sheshould keep working after summer's end.

Parents harbor a tendency to view their teenager
as an adult capable of making decisions in his/her best
interest, she believes. Without disparaging parents’
motives, Mrs. Murphree said she thinks parents are un-
wittingly tempted by the extra income as their teenag-
ers’requests formoney dwindle.

In addition to increased cognizance of the situa-
tion, “teachers should develop an alertness to posaible
indicators of adverse effects of employment on working
students. Observations of signals such as fatigue, sleep-
ing in class, or a drop in school performance should be
communicated to parents so that negative effects of
working can be avoided whenever possible,” Mrs. Mur-
phree sugeested,

The math teacher recommended control in the is-
suance of work permits for students who desire a short-
ened school day in favor of a longer work day.

“ducators should discourage students from working
more than 30 hours per week, she added.
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rondition?

dents may derive greater
self-esteem among other positive
aspects such as increased responsi-
bility and better management of
time.

“One of the tasks of adoles-
cents is separating from parents.
Increasing the sense . autonomy
and independence is uccomplished
through work for many. Adoles-
cents sometimes take drastic ac-
tion to establish they are not under
their parents’ thumb ... this (work-
ing) may make them more coopera-
tive with their parents in other
areas." hesaid.

WARSHAK

STRES:
teenagers appraciate an auth
tive parental stance even th

they may orally rebel. Child::
permissive parents suffer fror

of parental involvermnent. Ac

cents view Lhe exercising of au:

ity as a demonstration of cari:

said.

Mrs. Murphree noted

parents consulted perceive
tential problem but wait
spond until it materializes

See JOB CONTROL,
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RECENTLY, the board of trustees of the'Ri{-h—
ardson school district voted to raise the graduation re-
quirements from 19 to 21 crwht_s‘ in part to arre:—;t' Eixe
large numbers of seniors leaving school .(-arly. I'he
amendment, decided by asplit vote, passed in the wake
of trustee elections, when the issue surfaced several
times.

“We have an obligation to see the student gets a
good education,” said school board president Bob .\\ ar-
ner, commenting on the delineation of responsibility of
thedistrict and the parent. . )

Warner added he was working on a draft resolution
that would restrict the option available on the a_ddl—
tional two credits. The board president 51.1;{;_:0sted_llltl‘e
good would be accomplished under the new pnh(‘_v.lf
students enroll in easier elective classes rather than
heavier academic courses,

In the final analysis, parents possess the greatest
influence in directing their teenagers’ pursuits, all
auresd.

‘Ih“fﬂa parents, they, as well as lhvi{ chilt}ren. _H'_i‘mu!d
carefully weigh the costs and benefits rti v:'nrkm;_; in
view of values the parents wish to inﬁlili_\\'lfhmthe chil-
dren,” Mrs. Murphree wrote in her thesis. -

Educators and parents have a joint {'{'?[)i.“li‘«l'“lh[_\_'
forits Hlur!_\;.:~he-r-nminufd.l::t'-nSLlrt'theph}-’mcal. Psy-

chological and educational needs of adolescents are
met.
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