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Going it alone as a father

More dads in the Dallas area struggle
to rear their children singlehandedly

Al G

By Steve Levin
Elaff Writer of The News

hen l0-year-old Rachael Bruno needs
‘ x ; help fixing her hair in the morning, she
asks her futher, Frank, When there is
laundry to be done or meals to be made in the Bruno
home, Frank deoes it Rides to movies, car poals,
shopping? Who metes out the punishment snd

provides parental love? Who pays the hills?

“I's heen kind of rodtgh sometimes,” savs Hrinn
45, who also has two teen-age children, “It's becn all
on my shonlders.™

Brune is one of almaost 900,00 American fathers
who head single-parent famiiies today, an increase
of 127 percent since 1970, occording to US Census
figures, More than 1 million children are now being

raised by single fathers,

In the Dallas area, 10800 fathers head single-
parent families, and in Texas, the number 15 44,856,
according to 1980 Census tigures. By comparison,
almost 75,500 women head single-parent families in
the Dallas area; the figure is 281 383 statewide,

The circumstances that turn fathers into single
parents vary: Some are divorced and got enstody in
an uncontested case, some Tonght bitter custody
hattles with ex-wives, some are widowers, some are
separated. Others are raising children from two

different mareiages. But all single fathers share the

Fct that they are the ones responsible for eeding,
clothing, educating and Wving their ehildren

Ancd this has resulted in varied and radical
chanpes for these men: Many have lowered their
career expectations, discovered new emaotions and
Please see SOME on Page 120,




Some 10,800 Dallas-area fathers rear children without ‘mom’
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For instance,  Fluanche says, he
wsnally battles traflic for an hour to
el up the kids and reach home o
S poms Then he makes dinoer and
gets the kids rendy for bed, Belore
the separation, his wife prepared
1he meal and maeked 1he ehildren in
b

After coming home, “it's really
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have that moch tme 0 ge make &
preal brg paant meal becailse profy
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whii 35 o the faculoy of the Univer
sy of Texes Southwestery Medical
Sehool.

A 19R2 study of 1B single o
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venr aler galming costody of theis
children — apparently fo epahi
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work 2nrly to pick Toby up from day
core, he did endure gquestions Trom
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keeps Toby for several weeks each
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ke off work to take the kid to the
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Two yeirrs oo, Pugh solved the
proflam hy going into busitness for
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thit o woman can ake care of a kied
buetter than o guy can, nn maller
Tiewa ol U Rk 15, Pwe tadsen core ol
him when he's sick, when hi's
lappy, when he's sod, when he's
afraid, when he's exeited, when
he's wiern ond when be's dost.
U1t think o woman conld do
i hetter @b (just) bocowse she's o
wornan. oy -suee there are woaen
whior conld have done n better sub,
btit ot Becanse ey are women,”
PPose Wil Wallaese ol Carcallton,
the TR death ol his ex-wile placed
T bnoa positicn el never even
considered: being both mother and
tatlier e ks D2 vearald son.
“Ihilnk ke a father and 1 have
tethink like s mother, oo, and that

hasat happened,” sovs Wallace, 50
awier ol Omicron Electeonies. ]
Enerar thiot whon voeu hove o kid, yen
g e respanEt Yy sone day
that yon might have to be both o
mother and Eather too the chald, |
never thoeght it waild happen to
i

After Wallace audl his wife -
worcod jn 1977, he was oo weekend
Eandaerr Tow the next seven years
W bl eneErTainineEnt  Commitise;
the fun chairman, yon naeme 07 b
sava “Un weekends we jost ad o
vl Birme.

“Wow, iving together every day,
day in and day our, s changed
some, M5 an added steess thae |
wisa T redlly preparad tor,”



